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Conference Schedule At -A-Glance  

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We hope you will join us in 

Biloxi for a great 

educational experience and 

professional development 

opportunity. 
 

 

 
The Conference includes: 
 

Keynote Speakers 
 

Informative Concurrent 
Sessions 

 

Business & Industry Tours 
 

Trade Show 
 

Opportunity to Network 
with other Postsecondary 
Technical Educators 

 

 

 
A certificate of Professional 
Development Hours  
will be available to attendees 
upon request.  
 
 
 
Do you need graduate or 
undergraduate credit?  
ð see page 6.  

 

    
 

More conference 

information online at: 

www.ateaonline.org 

Tuesday, March 20   
5:00 ï 6:30 pm Registration 

                                                                    
6:00ï8:00 p.m. ATEA Board of Trustees Meeting 
  

Wednesday, March 21 
8:00 a.m.ï6:00 p.m. Registration                                                                                                                                      
      
8:00ï9:00 a.m. ATEA Editorial Committee Meeting 
 
8:00-9:00 a.m. ATEA Awards & Recognition Committee Meeting  

                     
9:00 a.m.ïnoon ATEA Board of Trustees Meeting   
   
1:00ï4:00 p.m. Business and Industry Tours   
    
4:30ï6:00 p.m. Get Acquainted with the Exhibitors                                                           
     
6:00ï8:30 p.m. Awards Banquet General Session 
  Welcome ï Dr. Eric Clark       
                                                                                                                    

Thursday, March 22 

7:30 a.m.ï4:00 p.m. Registration  
   
7:30 a.m.ïnoon Exhibits Open 
 
7:30ï8:30 a.m. Continental Breakfast with Exhibitors  
 
8:45ï9:45 a.m. Opening General Session 
  Keynote ï Dr. Mary Graham   
       
10:00ï10:45 a.m. Concurrent Sessions A  
   
10:45ï11:00 a.m. Break in Exhibit Area  
 
11:00ï11:45 a.m. Concurrent Sessions B  
   
12:00 noonï1:30 p.m. General Session Luncheon 
  Keynote ï Dr. David Lee 
  
1:45ï2:30 p.m. Concurrent Sessions C 
 
2:45ï3:30 p.m. Concurrent Sessions D 
 
5:00-8:00 p.m. Dinner / Social Event 
  Seafood Jamboree on the Bayou 
 

Friday, March 23 
8:00ï8:45 a.m. Concurrent Sessions E 
   
9:00 ï 9:45 a.m. Concurrent Sessions F 
 
10:00ï 12:00 noon Brunch General Session 
  Keynote ï Yolonda Boone   

  ATEA Annual Business Meeting 
   
 



Keynote Speaker s 

 
Dr. Eric Clark ï ñWelcomeò  

 Dr. Eric Clark began serving as Executive Director of the Mississippi Community College Board 
in January 2008. He previously served for twelve years as the Mississippi Secretary of State and 
sixteen years as a member of the Mississippi Legislature.  
 He attended Jones County Junior College and received a bachelorôs degree from Millsaps 
College, a masterôs degree from the University of Mississippi, and a doctorate in history from 
Mississippi State University. Dr. Clark taught history and government at Jones for seven and a half 
years and also at Mississippi College for five and a half years.  
 He currently serves on the boards of Jobs for Mississippi Graduates, the State Workforce 
Investment Board, the Mississippi Technology Alliance, the Mississippi Chapter of the Nature Conservancy, Mississippi 
Public Broadcasting, and on the Advisory Council of Mississippi Economic Councilôs Blueprint Mississippi 2011. 

 
Dr. Mary S. Graham ï ñAdvancing Technical Educationò 

 Dr. Mary S. Graham was named the 12th President of Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College 
in 2011.  The one hundred-year old, multi-campus institution serves more than 36,000 residents annually 
in the four-county district with a $100 million operating budget and more than 1,000 full- and part-time 
employees. 
 A native of Mississippi, Dr. Graham earned her Ph.D. in Higher Education Administration from the 
University of Southern Mississippi (USM); her Masterôs and Bachelorôs Degrees are from USM as well.  
As a MGCCC graduate and alumna, she embraces the philosophy of the community college and the rich 
tradition of excellence in education.  

 Since beginning her career in 1987 on the Jackson County Campus of MGCCC, she has held several 
administrative positions within the college including Director of Admissions/Registrar, Director of Institutional Relations 
and Vice President of Community Campus.  Dr. Graham also served as the Vice President of the Perkinston Campus for 
the past 13 years.  She has provided leadership for the Perkinston Campus and the George County Center with more 
than 300 employees at both locations.   
 She has also supervised the construction/renovation of more than 15 facilities at a cost of approximately $73 
million. She is a well-known presenter at local, state and national conferences and has participated in various state and 
national presidential leadership programs.  Among her many accomplishments, Graham was named one of South 
Mississippiôs Outstanding Community Leaders by The Sun Herald, Top 40 Under 40 for the State of Mississippi, Women 
of Achievement, Founders Award for Leadership Program, Leadership Mississippi Class of 2008, and Honorary 
Commander, 81st Training Wing, Keesler Air Force Base.  

 
Yolonda Boone ï ñWorkforce Relevancy in Technical Programsò 
 Yolonda Boone is the Director of the Office of Grant Management of the Mississippi 
Department of Employment Security.  She has state responsibility for administration and oversight of 
federal workforce training funds.  In that role, she oversees approximately $100 million in federal grant 
resources to state, local and community college grantees. 
 She has more than 22 years of experience in managing federal grants. Prior to her current 
position, she worked in private practice as a project manager for the state of Mississippi, overseeing 
$115 million in Hurricane Katrina national emergency grants.  
 Ms. Boone graduated from William Carey College with a bachelorôs degree in accounting and is 
a certified grants manager.  

 
Dr. David Lee ï ñThe Secret Revealedò 

 Dr. David Lee obtained his doctorate degree from Louisiana State University in administration 
and management.  He brings a wealth of practical experience to his audiences.  He has served as a 
teacher, principal, superintendent of schools, deputy state superintendent of education for the State of 
Louisiana, college professor, and presently president of a local school board. 
 He is the author of three books entitled, The Motivating Administrator, Run From the Nuts, and 
Teacherôs Lounge Mafia.  He has published numerous articles at both the state and national levels.  
Leeôs speaking and consulting abilities are recognized all over the world and is in constant demand by 
school systems, businesses, and industries.  Lee gives information his audiences can USE, not just 

theory and what SHOULD work.  His messages are both informative and humorous. 
 At The University of Southern Mississippi, he co-directs the Leadership Institute of the South, a state-of-the-art 
training program for education and business leaders.   

 


